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To his Pos 1 


inthe Lord, MF. Abraham Colfe 
Paſtor of . Lewſham beſide Greene- 
witch, and Mr. Iſaac Colfe Paſtor 


of Hearne belide Canrerburre, and 


to their {ixe Brethren, with their 
loving Siſter M'5, Mam of Lon- 
don, all happineſle i in 


ift, 


Earing by iuſt and 
certaine report, not 
771 1 of a few, what work- 
SJ FZ ing and effect my 

Jy meane laboursat.the 
Funerall of your Farne« ( that 
graucand godly Miniſter of Chriſt) 
had, through Gods blefling, in the 
hearts of ſundry, and very many 
A2 hearers 
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The Epiſtle 
hearers,that houre in great compa- 
nies aſſembled : and being once and 
againe,by writing and word,earneſt- 
ly ſolicited to copie out that Se x- 
Mo N which. I vttered by helpe of 
memory, without any benefite of 
Noxes,through ſtraightnes of time, 
and ſtore of bulineſle : I condiſcend, 
cd againſt all thought and purpoſe 
on my part ( when 1 firſt conceiued, 
and was deliuered of this leſle then 
ninc houres birth ) not onely to co» 
pic it out and put it. in paper,for the 
priuate vſe of ſome; but tocommit 
it to the Preſic, for the more pub- 
like good of many, which were not 
preſent.auditors: Euery good thing 
being ſo much the better the more 
common it is;and writing be:..z or- 
dayned of.GOD to be a meane of 
thetcaching of his Church, as well 
as'liuely voycc. 

Now, 
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Dedicatorie. 


Now, after I entred this reſoluti- 
on, ypon theſe grounds, to whom 
could I more fitly dedicate it then 
ro.your ſelues,hisnineCnicpaen, 
whom towards his laſt breath hee 
did as carneſtly couet to make you 
heyresof his graces,as of his goods? 
Pi&ures ſerue toputvs in minde of 
our friends departed;ſoler this Ser- 
mon and teſtimony giuen him at 
the preaching of it, beto you a Mo- 
nument of your good Father, who 
left behinde him much more good- 
nefle to imitate, then goods toen- 
ioy : yet of earthly ſubſtance fo 
much as may witneſle how greatly 
God had bleſſed him with worldly 
and ſpirituallbleſſings,with the dew 
of heauen,as wellaswith gracefrom, 
heauen. x 

Walke carefully in his ſteps : 
thinke it to be your greateſt ſhame. 
to degenerate, and your chicfeſt 

A3 con» 


The Epiſtle 


commendation to reſemble him. ' 


As hee before his death prouided 
for foure of you Flockes to feede, 
kelds to ſowe, houſes to build; fo 
like good ſhepheards attend rhe 
flockes whereot the holy Ghoſt hath 
made you ouerſeers, and which 
Chriſt hath purchaſed with his own 
bloud. Let not fuch a rich prize 


perifhthrough your negligence and | 


ſfloath, but as ſcribes, raughtto the 
kingdome of God, ſtore vp old and 
new things in aboundance, which 
you may draw out to refreſh the 
render Lambes and deare ſheepe of 
Chriſt : Withall, like good Hus- 


bandmen prouide pure and good 


ſeede,which you may ſcatter in the 
mprning and in the evening, in ſea- 
fon and out of ſeaſon; for yee know 
not which will proſper. Finally, as 
Skilfull builders, lay no other foun- 
dation then that which is layd al- 

ready, 
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Dedicatorie. 
ready, cuen Chriſt Ieſus, the head 
« corner ſtone, vpon which ſee you 
doe build Gold, Siluer, and preti- 
ous ſtones, that is, pure DoGQrine, 
which will abide the examination 
of the ſpirit; that when the L« o » 
of the houſe commeth you may 
heare the bleſſed voyce, Enter into 
your Majſtersioy yee faithfull ſernants. 
Farewell. - 


Yours Thomas Wilſon. 
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ere hd Md. DACS We 
The Teſtimonie which 
was'giuen vnto Mr. Richard 
' Colfe, Dotorof Divinirtie, 
_ and Prebendarie of the Ca- 
thedrall Church of Chriſt in 
(amerbury, at his Funcrall, 


being kept Ofteber 12. 
161 3. 
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quies and Funeral 


EIS, io performe ) 1 an 
pound to ſay ſomething, in three 16 
ſpetts: Firft,of God that he may haut 


ray ogy of his owne worke and gifts | 
is bim. Secondly,of hinſelfe, that his 


duc and right may bee rendred unte 

bim. Thirdly, of you the Auditors 

that vnto you may be miniftred, ſoms 
ld 
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= | : man( whoſe laſt obſe- | 
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s of the. Saints dead are good pat- 
cn the Saints that ihe Heb. 
Chap. 1. verſe. 12. | 
Now, that which I haue to ſay may. 
be comprehepded in few 'words: hee 
WAS rſt, bonus vir,/econdly, bonus 
Chriſtianus, third, bonus Theolo- 
gus, fourthly, bonus Paſtor. Light 
of nature taught natural men to ſay, 
homo homini charus.efle deber co. 
quod homoeſt, Homo homini.deus. 1 A good 
His ſmpular bumanitie ang carteſie 
Sending from his preſence none vnſa- 
tiſfied or diſcontented (as it 5 written 
of an Emperour of Rome,) his ſweet 
nature aud amiable behaviour and 
peaceable diſpoſition towards ll meg, 


that had to doe with him; alſo bis bu- 


mane compaſcon, pittying and rehiene- 
ning ( 4s bee could.) the. miſeries of 
men : his loathneſſe either to ſpeake 
Fo (0 doe hurt unto others , or to 


ſuffer 


Theteſtimony giuen 


any euill to be ſpoken or done by | 
others : All theſe doe beare witneſſeq, 
of him, that hee was a good man. 
Neither indeede could bee be leſſe, if 
the Poet hane well deſcribed a good 
man, when hee thus wrote, Vir bonus | 
eſt quiz ? qui conſulta legum qui | 
patres, iuraque ſeruat : Foy hee ſub+ 
mitted bimſelfe unto ſuperiour pow- 
ers, being a diligent obſerver of good 
orders, and good lawes, both _ 
and ovetfifing ſubicttion to lawfu 
yr —#f T 
Agood But unto his morrall proanes 
Chriltar- added mwch Chriſtian = ſpiritual. | 
goodneſſe . For in time of his proſpe« | 
ritie and health, his unfayned lone to | 
the Saints, ( holding all deere wnto | 
him which were deare unto GOD) | 
communicating unto their neceſiries, 
enen for Chrifts ſake : more particular- 
ty, his contributions towards poor: 
Sechollers of the Vniuerfity, for their 
mAh | 
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to Door Colfe. 


by | muintenance and increaſe in learning 
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und piety : alſo bis vnblameable and 
honeſt conuerſation, led according vn- 
to the booke which hee ſtudied, profeſ- 
ſed, and preached, doe ſprake for his 


| found Chriſtianity. 
In time of many and very great af- Patience, 


fliftion(wherof ſome were both excee- 
ding ſharpe, by anguiſh, and long for 
the continuance) his wonderfull patt» 
ence in bearing enils, almoſt intollera- 


| ble, without fienification of the leai# 


grudee or diſcontentont in minde, 
when the beholders were forced 
through compaſiown to turne away 
their eyes from looking upon his ex;- 
tremities; yet did hee ſtill indure, not 
onely with patience but with cheerful. 
neſſe, the heauy band of God, kiſsing 
(as it were) the rod that ſmote bim,be. 
ing een another lob for patience. as 


bee was another Moſes for meckenes. vicetacg. 


Ay ſeife inwardly and long acquainted 


with 


Theteftimony giacn 


with him, yet newer, or very ſeldom | 

did 1 fee him moued unto anger for any 

priuate or worldly matter; ny as that | cm 
[eruant Moiſes, which was meeke and | dep: 
gentle in his owne cauſes, ſhewed him. | vp k 

ſelfe ſevere and ſtout, bot and earneſt | of C 

in Gods quarrell, Exod. 32. 19. ſo | W0# 

this our  <2-4ygy otherwiſe not to be: | leaf 
ſtirred; yet (cum queſtio fuit de veri- | the 

tate) he did declare bimſelfe very an- | hu 

ry againſt gainſayers, Faking more to edu 

pr and being more diſpleaſed with | ef 

the hart fs thetruth,than vn. | # be; 

to hamſelfe . 45 ( 

Truſt, Moreouer js conflant faith, comti- | yy 
nuing to truſt in God, euen then when teſt 
he did more then kill bim (for death | 
w4s more to be chuſed then bis tedi. | 1s 
ous calamitie: ) his fixed hope,and fer- lon 
went calling vpon that God which ſa | bt! 
frowned upon him, and ſtrooke him ſo | Of 
Prayers. 7igerouſl; his plentifull prayers for bit | #5 
| Wife and Children that they "gy be | md 
| kept 
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to DoQor Colfe. 


e | kyt wpright and wnſpotted in this 


| pernerſe and ſuppery age : His godly Godly 
comforts and comnſell to bis Wife, to counlels. 
depend upon Gods pronrdenceto bring 

vp bis Children well in the knowledge 

of Chriſt; alſo to bus chilayen, that they 

would truely and greatly feare God, 

leaſt together with an earthly parent 

they leſt their heanenty father, and ſo 

have no. father at all : His reiigio#s Cue of 
education of his children out of agreat childrens 
deſire that they might ſerue God er- 

tber in Churcher Common-wealth 

45 God ſhould diſpoſe them. Theſe his 

graces doe ſifongly and ſufficiently 

teſtifie what a good Chriitian he was. 

Which yet was further manifeſted by tiumilcie, 
his ſinguler humility, behautng himſelf 


lowly in an high eſtate; ſo farre from 
being bigh-minded, or wiſe in his own 
eyes,44 he did ener thinke meine:y of 
his owne gifts, which were rich and 


| many, when he was very ready both ro 


ſpeake 


See -— —_——__ — _——_—_ : 


3 Agood 
Ncune. 


1 Iudici- 
ous 


Lectures, 


2 Fuan2G 
licall 
Teacacr. 


The teſtimony giuen 


ſpeake and indge reuerently of other 
mens gifts, bemg ſometime both poore 
and few. 


Now, what ag00d Devine hee wa | 


Treferre you to theſe pr oofe s follow my. 


Firſt zo his learned gudicious expoſus-| 
ons and Meditations, vitered in thit ' 
Church (ina frequent and learned af-| 


ſembly ) wpon ſundry Texts of hob 


Scripture, as namely, upon the who 


8, Palme, ava 127.Pſal. «nd Math. | 
7.verſe 24. ts the end of the Chapter, 

fe 
Chriſt, /-xt to the Church of Laods | 


and 1 Cor. 14. and on the Epi 


cea, Reu.3. but eſpecially on 2. Thel, 
Chapter 2. from verſe 6. to the end, 


wherein, he demonſtratively and ſub. 
ſtantially proued the Papacy to be 


Antichriſtianity, there ſo linely and 
fully deſcribed by Paul. 


Further, whereas the Apoſllle ſaith 


that to every 149 88 yinen his proper 
gift of Goa,to ſome after this manner, 
to 


to DoRar Colfe. 


te another after that, Gods ſerwants 
and children, amongit many graces 

; haue ſome one gift which doth chiefly 
'| grace them whereby they excell both 
. others and themſelnes:) I may truly 
| ſay,andiet it be ſaid without offence, 
| that Td idiop Aogr ucts of this aur Bro» 
ther was 2 ſpecial! ſleight and facalty, 
in rexealing and preaching Chriſt, 
which hee did with that dexteritie 
as ſundry, both godly and learnedper- 
ſons hane heard him not onely with 
affettion but with admiration alſo. 


Thirdly, the Vniuerfitie, his mother, ; Degree 


conferred vpon him the greateſt digni. 
tie which ſhe had to gine unto her chil. 
dren,and that not without due deſert 
on his part, as ſome of the Heads of 
houſes,whbo heard his Druinitie Aﬀts, 
or exerciſes, haue reported,and affir 
med them to hane beene performed 
with oenerall approbation, and preat 
wedis, Whereof 1 doe not meruaile, 


for 


The teſtimony giuen 


for certainly hee was 8 very great ſits 
dent and of long continuance; bee was 
well ſcene ane xpert in the three lan- 


guapes, namely,zn the holy tongue,the | 


language of Canaan, by the benefit | 
whereof,as alſo by much reading of our 
moderne writers, together with moſt | 
learnedinterpreters,borh euangelical | 
and pontificiall (vamely,Vacablus,A- | 
rias Montanus, Tremelius,Beza,an | 
others) hee became an excellent Text- | 
man, 4d ſo an excellent Dinine. Bo- 
nus enim Textuarijus ct bonus The: , 
ologus. ) Hee was conuerſant , with | 
good fruit gu the ancient Fathers,& 
acquainted himſelfe with the Schole- 
men alſo. Not aboue ſixe dayes befor | 
his death hee ſhewed bimſetfe in confe- 
rence 45 ready in Schole- diſtinctions, 
45 if be had but newly come out of the . 
Schooles. | 
4 A good Hee pane 4 taite how good 4. 
Paltor. Paſtor he was both by perſonall paines 
mm 
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to Doftor Colfe. 


iu preaching the Word unto his flocks 
plainely without oſtemtation of wit,or 
learning : Alſo, by his prouiun of 4 
well qualified man tobe his aſs;tant in 
that waighty charge. 

And as 4 good Scribe taurht to the 
kingdome of G 0 D, hee would hawe 
drawne things hoth 814 and nrw more 
plentifully out of is ſtoregf he had re- 
couered his health againe, for he often 
wiſhed that hee might line to preach 
Chriſt ; lamentin? it that hee was not 
able. Bat he hath ſerued his time, and 
finiſhed his courſe; and his Al>cke hath 
loſt a skilfu ll Shepheard z his \"ife 4 
loving Husbandzhis Children a k:nd 
Father ; his Setuants a mide and inſt 
Maſter;his acquaintance afz/? friend: 
his reuerend Brethren a f-it»full fel- 
low and companion. 

This is all that 1 haue to ſay of him 
ſuch as loue him will thinke it t90 lit» 
tle, and ſuch as did not,pill iadce it 
tos 


The teſtimony, &c. 


tos much; but leſſe 1 could not ſay,end 
more 1 neede net ſay. The ſumme of 
all is, Qualis vita, finis ita; hee laued 
well,and dyed well; full of dayes, in « 
good age, in the fauour both of God 
and good men. God be praiſed, that 
bath happily ended his painfull pilgri 
age : and the ſame God pine you al | 
grace #0 come after him in the ſame 
ſteps of faith and patience,wherein he { 
went before. Amen, 


A SERMON 
Preached in the Cathedrall 


Church of Canterbury. 
Octob, 12.1613. 


Luke 23. verſ, 27,28,29.30.31. 
end there followed him a orcat mv ltitwde 
of people, and of women, which women 
bewasled and lamented him, Cc, 


Heſe words arc a part Summeoſ 
1 of that peerelclle and the Text. 
—1 matchletle ſtory, cony 
Wd ccrning the pretious 
& pallion of our bleiled 
I Sauiour, And where- 
as both before and after this text, many 
and fundry reproachtull and painefull 
things arc reported to be done vnto 
B2 hira ; 


Divition 
ofthe 
Text, 


Chriſts farewell 
him : Yet this preſent parcell of (crip= 


ture doth mention ſome honourable 


things that did befall him about his 
death, as namely, the lamentation of 


divers women, and good people, in | 


witnclle of his innocencieythat he died 
a iuſt, and good a man,in which behalfe 
they bewayled him, and not for the 
cauſe of his miſerie alone : for then they 
vvould haue mourned for the two 


thecues that yvere crucified with him. | 
Againe the horrible iudgement threat- ' 


ned here by Iclus vnto the Icewes, for 
putting him ſo cruelly to death, is an 
euidence of his vprightnetle, and how 
dcere and beloued hee was vnto God 


his father, howſocuer for a time hee * 


did forſake him, that hee might ſuffer 
afflitive things to merit the redempti- 
on of mankinde. 

This Text is devided into two generall 
parts : the firlt is a report of a lamenta- 


tion, ſet forth by three circumſtances: / 


firſt, of the perſons that mourned, vvho 
were certaine people and women which 
came after him, euen at the heeles: 
ſecondly , of the perſon for whom (79 
wit) 
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to Teruſalens. 


wit ) [efus : thirdly, the meaſure of their 
ſorrow, which was very greai,liketo the 
ſorrow of a mother that laments at the 
fanerall of her onely begotten childe, 
as the Greeke word here vied doth im- 
port funcrall ſorrow,and as the Propheer 
Zachary did toretcll;in { hap.12. vrr.10, 
of his prophelic, they hall lament him, 
as one lamenteth for her onely /onne, 

The other part of our Text wasthe 
cuent that folluwed this mourning z 
namely, a graue ſpeech, which our Saui. 
our vttered by occalion thereof, v-r,28., 
Which ſpeech is partly prohibnory, 
Weep: mot for me ,(econdly, exhor!atory, 
but weepe for your (nes; thirdly, come 
minatory , threatning not a few or light 
ones , but an heape of heauy iudge- 
ments, declared by the layi ings of wo- 
fnen chat had children, 2/e/e4,c>c, and 
of perſons of all ſexes and degrees, then 
ſhall they begin,&5c. Fourthly, confirma- 
torie, rendring a realon why t! e [ewes 


mult be (o plagued,inan allegorical (en- 


tence, wherein leſus, for his innocencic 
and good workes which he did, is ike- 
ned to a greene Tree, which is both 
B 3 fruitfoll 


ver(.28, 


yerl.29, 
verl. 39. 


Interpre* 
ration, 


Chriſts farewell 


{vitfoll and vofit for burning: the Tewes 
for their wickednetle are compared toa 
dric tree, which is both barren and meet 
for burning,theſe muſt ir no wiſe c{cape 
the fire of Gods vengeance, when his 
owne Sonne (a greene tree) is lo (ore 
afflicted. 

e&1/nd there followed him,)That is,came 


neere vnto him, euen behind his backe, 


They bewailed and lamented him, that 


is,thcirinward ſorrow was ſo vehement 


as it braſt out into tearcs , as appcares 
by verl. 28. What women thele were 
that thus followed & lamented,though 
not expreſſed inthe Text; yet probable 
to hauc beeneſuch as had heard his do- 
Arine, of whom reade in Lake 8.2.3, 
John 11,1,2. and cl{ewhere, It is the 
manner at Execntions and Funerals of 
perſons of note and name, that many 
flocke and followto theplace , ſume 
out of curiolitie to heare 2nd (cc: ſome 
out of compaſſion to bewaile and Ia- 
ment their caſe and their loſſe.So it was 
here,many followed Chriſt as encmicy, 
lome as friends out of loue, much grie- 
ucd that a man {0 innocentand fo bene- 

ficent, 
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to Jeruſalem. 


ficent, vvhich had done (o much good 
to ſo many, by his doQtrine & miracles, 
ſhould ſo vniultly ſuffer, 


Firſt of all, note here how manifold Obſerua- 


teſtimonic vvas given to Teſus of his in- 
nocencie frum all ſorts of perſons and 
creatures, /ndas which betrayed him, 
afirmed him to be an innocent, Marr, 
27,4. Pilate which condemned him, 
not onely with his mouth, fayd, //hat 
eas! bath bee dene ? e Matth.27.23. and 
againe, / fore ne fnlt in him at all, John 
19.4. butby the Ceremonic of waſhing 
his hands, publikely proteſted ſo much, 
Marth. 27.24. His Wite being troubled 
about Teſus in her dreame, ſent her huſ- 
band this mctTage , Hawe thou nothing to 
doe with that inſt 14n, CMatth.27.19, 
The Centurion ſeeing what hapned, 
fayd, Of a truth this was the Son of God, 
Luke 23. Many people and women in 
our Text, by their tcares condemne the 
cruelic of the Prieſts and Elders, and 
other Iewes, and iuſtific his integrirfe. 
Yea, not reaſonable,buteuen vnlcnlible 
creatures, as the Graues which opencd, 
the (tongs which clefe aſunder, the Sun 

B 4 which 


ve, 


Chriſfs farewell 


| 
| 


which was Eclipſcd,the Ayre darkened, 


all theſe (as with on2 voyce) did pro. 
claime him an innocent pcrſun. 

Weread of a certaine Heathen Phi. 
loſopher , who vpon the ſtrange acci- 
dents about the ſuffcring of Iclus , vetes 
red thute vvords , Tut mxnii mac hina 
diſſoluttur, aut Deit nature patitur, 

This ſeructh to the confutation and 
confounding of thiſe wicked Iewes, 
vvhich thought, and (till do thinke,that 
Chriſt {uttered as an cuill doer, a (edu- 
cer,or (editious perſon,whereas his death 
had nor taken away linne from others, 
if any (inne had beene in himſclfe, It 
became vs to Faue a Sauiour, ſeparate 
fromſinners, holy, vadchiled, &c, Hebr, 
7.26. 

Secondly, here is matter of comfort 
for all ſuch as (ce and feelz their owne 
iniquities with godly ſorrow, being 
humbled forthem, and difpleaſed with 
them, becauſe they are iinncs, the offen- 
ces of a iultG © D, andthe cauſcs of 
the death of an immaculate Lambe : let 
ſuch reioyceand be glad, becauſe Chriſt 
hauing no ſinnes of his owne co ſuff=r 

for; 


on 
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. for; therefore it mult needs be he came 


to ſauc ſuch ſinners, the iuſtto die for 
=_ vniuſt, to ſecke vp that vvhich is 
lolt. | 
Secondly, learne here our Chriſtian 2 Obſer- 
dutie, which is to mourne, and bee 939 
touched with heauineſle for the death 
of godly perſons;as the [{raelites mour- 
| ned for laceb, a right good man : and 
afterwards for I1/es an vprighe Maie- 
ſtrate and (ingular Prophet, D-av, vr, 
| Alfo, th: lewes lamented ſorefor zca- 
| lous 19jab,that reſtorer of Religion, 
) keeping a yearely remembrance of his 

death, ſee Lam.r.ver.2z, When Stephen 

the protomartyr , a man full of Fayth 

and the holy Ghoſt, dyed, there was 

great lamentation made for him , A, 

$.2.andParlhauing laid tothe Chriſti- 

ans at CAclitars, thatthey ſhoulg ſee 

his faceno more, they fell vpon his 

necke and wept lore, A,20.48.T here 

be divers reaſuns why we ought to bee 

affe&ed with ſorrow, vvhen righteous 

perſons are taken from vs. Firlt, Gods 

Commandement, 1 Theſſal.4.13.Eccleſ. 

7:4. Secondly, the exainple of holy 
men, 
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men, and of Teſts,yvceping atrhe death 
of Lazar, lohn 11.35, Thirdly , 

cauſe the world is continued and ( 2_ 
for the ſake of good men, Gr».18. If 


lt 


een righteous men had beenefound in | 


Sodome, God had not puniſhed it, To 
Paul, Ail.zy, 24.God gaucall the liues 
of thoſe vvhich were ia the Ship with 


him.Certaincly,the iuſt by their prayers | 


Rand inthe zap, and doe (tay and hold 
backe many iudgements that they 
breake not out and fall downe vponthe 
heads of thevvicked. 

Againe,the taking away of good men | 
is commonly the fore-runner of ſome 
calamitie.When Lot was out of Sodome 
then came downe fire from heauen to 
conſume them. And after the death of 
Toſiab, Gods people vvere carricd cap- | 
—_— a ſtrange Land, E/:y faith ge- 

that rightcous perſons are rc- 
———_— hence,that they may not ſee the 
euill rocome, Ar a word, godly perſons 
bethe props and pillers of Church and 
Common-wealth, 

The meditation of this dorine will | 
help vs: Firſt;tomake better account of 


good 


| 
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good men, to whom wee are ſo much 
beholden; that we hauc them in ſingular 


loue,honouring a Prophet and a righ- Mar. 10. 


tecous man, becaule they be luch. 


Secondly, this checketh three forts 2- Vichath 
of perſons. Firlt, thoſe which hatethe 3 branches 


juſt (as {41m hated »4%ct;) and thinke 
them to be the troublers of the world 
{as :Achab falfly thought of Ptras;) ace 
culing them as enemies to Kings and 
States, (as CHR15T and his Apoſtles 
were iudged of; ) putting chem to death 
as cuill doers ( as eLnripas was, Kew. 3.) 
Secondly thole which being ſhamelefly 
wicked, doe rcioyce at the fall of good 
men, eſtceming it a great benefit ro be 
without them, as they in the P/alme, 
checred themiclues with Daniir licke- 
nelle, ſaying, There, there, ſo would pace 
haxe it : hte 1s downe, and ſhall nexer riſe 
againe, Or, as the ITewes triumphed 
when they had nayled I=$Sv s to the 
Crofle, and that hee had giuen vp the 
Ghoſt. Thirdly, ſuch as th:ough lenſe- 
leile blockiſhnetle are without all fee- 
ling of forrow when God ſtrikes atfuch 
famous Lawpes ( as this lying before 
vs) 


Vl 2. 


Text. 
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vs) which long gave ſhine vnto the | 
world by his wholeſome doctrine and 
good lite, 

Laftly,it muſt prouoke vs all in ſuch | 
caſes to be touched in heart, working | 
our ſclues to grieve at ſuch Iudge- | 
ments when they happen, that wee be | 
not found hardened, like thoſe of whony | 
Eſay complaineth,that vvhen merciful | 
men vyvere taken from the Church, 
they did notconlider it in their heart, | 
they regarded not that God deliuered | 
them from future euill, Z/ay 5 7.1,Thus | 
much of rhe firſt generall part, The la 
mentation made for leſus, 

But le/its turned backe 10 them.) Here | 
beginneth che ſecond generall part, | 
wit, the Speech or Sermon of Ieſus,oc- 
calioned by this Lamentation. And ere | 
wee come to examine the particulars, ! 
commend this LefTon, as to all Chriſti- | 
ans, yet more ſpecially to the Miniſters | 
of Chriſt, that they attend their Calling 
tothe vemoſt, being promptro inſtcud, 
reproue, and admoniſh,as long as they | 
may. Scc how Teſus being ſet in great af- | 
fliction, neare to a cruell death, led be- 

tweene 


wi 
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tweene Souldicrs, bound with cords,yet 
remembreth his vocation : and being 
ſent of God intothe vyorld,vvith com- 
mandement from his Father, to teach 
his will,to call men torepentance, hee 
accordingly,cuen to the laſt period of 
his life, warneth the Iewes of their linne, 
and threatncth Gods iudgements for the 
lame; and as a Prophet fore-tcllcth 
their milcry. 

Thus did Teremie vvhen the King 
and Princes, by the malice of the 
Prieſts, had calt him into priſon, yet 
cuen then hee cauſeth Barach to vvrite 
his Prophelies, and to reade them to 
the people. Alſo Paul being priſoner at 
Rome, Atl, 28. 31. yet cuen there hce 
taughtthe kingdome of God by mouth 
to luch a3 came to him; and remems 
bring Gods Word was vnabound, wrote 
many diuine Epiltles, as that to Galar, 
Epheſ. Philip. C:lofſ, 2 ro T imothy, &c, 
to the great edification of Gods Church 
preſent and future, T he Martyres in 
Q. HMavie: dayes, Ridly, Bracford, R 0a 
gers, G8. being barred from preaching 
Chriſt out of the Pulpit, yet from the 
priſons 


Text. 
Intespret, 
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priſon-houſe wrote many godly Letter 
to the Brethren. 

Firſt, theſe examples ſerue to con- 
deimne (ſuch as in heaith, proſperitie,and | 
libertie, doe groſly torget and forelloy | 
the vvorkeof their Calling, whole end | 
mult be like vnto his that buryed his | 
Talent in the carch, He nas bownd, &&c, | 

Secondly, they mult be as a ſpurin} 
the lides of goud Minilters, to quicken | 
thein ro continue to walk: inthe workel 
of their Calling, ſo long,and ſfofarre a 
they can, knowing thagthere will bean 
end, and their labour in the Lord ſhall 
not be invaine. 

eAnd ſaid, weepe not for mee, but C&c,| 
This which is here tranſlated ( for mee, | 
and for your ſelues, ) in the original itis 
rcad, pon me, and vpen your /elnes, that | 
is to lay,weepe not for my lake, but fur 
your owne caul{c, which prohibition, is | 
not fo to be vnderſtood, as if Iclus had 
ſimply diſallowed their weeping for | 
him,but in ſome reſpe onely: for theſe 
that vvept for him vvere ignorant of 
the true cauſcof his death, which they 
aſcribed vnto his owne infirmitie, and 
0. 
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to the violence of his enemies, as if he 
had beene compelled to dye, and could 
net have reſiſted their rage : whereas 


none did take away from him his life, Tob.10.18 


helaid it downe of himſelfe, partly out 
of the great loue that hee bare to man- 
kinde, and partly to declare the obedi- 
ence toward his heaucnly Father, vvho 
had appointcd to redeeme the vvorid 
by the death of his Sonne, Rem, r. 8. 
Philip. 2.8, Chriſt therefore vvorthily 
blamed theſe Mourners, weeping for 
him, as for one enforced to dyc againſt 
his will, for hee dyed moſt voluntarily, 
ſuffering death becauſe hee would, not 
as one that could not auoid it, hauing 


Legions of Angels at commandement. 14.26, 52; 


Againe, this particle (nor) is tound 
in Scripture to ligniftic not alwayes an 
abſolute, but a comparatiue denyall 
ſometinies, as in Hoſea, Chap. 6.6.1 will 
hane Mercy, not Sacrifice; that is, I de- 
fire Mercy rather then Sacrifice, Like- 
wile,'in P/alme 51. 16,17. 1Cor.1.17. 
Epbeſ. 6. 12, and often elſe-where : (o 
itis here, (nor for me but for your [clues ) 
that is, more,and rather for your (clues 
chen 
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then for me, who ſhall reape no loſle 
and damage, bue much gaine by my 
death, after which I ſhall rite againe, and 
aſcend into heauen, and there raignein 
glory for cuer : but vnto you,the Lewes, 
my death ſhall not be the end, but the 


[ 


beginning of orrows;therefore mourne | 
for the horrible Indgements hanging | 
oucr your owne heads, and weepe not | 


on my behalfe, whoſe death is to my | 
{c]fe both aduantage and aduancement, 


Obſcraa, Hence wee may learne how bardef 


thing it is, cuen for the godly, to keepe | 
a meaſure eyther (in ioy and gladneſle) | 
orin ſorrow and heauinelle : but eyther 
wee ſhall vveepe morethen vve ſhould, 


or lefle, or for what cauſe vvee ought | 


not; ſo vycake and vnable vvee are to 


Vle. gouerne our paſſions, Therefore vve | 
ought ro watch , and pray to God to : 


moderate them by his good Spirit, 
Exo.32.19 If Moſes,that man of Gol; and Paul, 
A.15.39 that choſen veſſell; vvith Barnabas, that 


Sonne of Comfort,vverc foyled by their 


Job 3.3.4. paſſions: if Job and Iaceb{o much yeel. 

5- ded to heauinelle, as the one curſcd his 
Gen.35-37 birth-day, and the other refuſed to be 
coll 
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comforted,what cauſe hauc others(farre 
inferiour to them in graces) to miſtruſt 
ticir owne frailetic, and to flye to the 
throne of Grace,both for pardon of all 
excelle in affeRions, and for power to 
ſtay them in compatle for time to 
come? 


Verſe 29. For b:501d, the dies will 
come whenthey fra ſay, 


Heſe be words of Propheticall Text, 


commination, or threatning pre- 
diction, forc-rclling the molt gricuous 
and great tribulations, which arc noted 
and ſet forth by the ſpecc!;ics of Mo- 
ethers, in reſpec of their Children, for 
whom they ſhoold be lo diltrefſed and 
perplexed, as to doe cortrary to cu» 
ſtome and reaſon. For, Chi!dren and 
the fruit of the vvombe arc arewardand 
heritage of God; buth for an ornament 
to their Parents, as Oliuc branches ſet 
about their Table, P,./, 12$.4 And 
for their adiument ai: Jeence, being 
as ſharp arrowes draw::e out of a quiuer, 
wherewith the cnemy it the gate is re 
C pelled s 
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pelled : therefore ſuch were accuſtomed 


to be held happy, which had their 
quiuer full of chem, P/al.127.4.5.Con- 
erariwiſe, barrennelſe, among the [cwes, 
was vvont to be accounted a malediQi- 
on. Whence it came that R ache! did fo 
take on with Jacob for a chiide,vvhen 
ſhee vvas barren, Gev, 30. And that Sa» 


* rah did ſo much couet a clulde, as ſhee 


gaue her Maid eAfgar to eAbrabam, to 
vvipe away the infamy of (terilitie, 


Hannah likewiſe 1 Sam.1.7, vveptand | 
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mourned vnder this curſe of an vnfruit- | 


full vvombe : yet loe, ſuch vnhcard of 


and intollerable calamities ſhould light | 
vpon the Iewes, for murthering Chriſt 

their Sauiour, as childing and fruittull | 
women ſhould pronounce them happy | 
which were childleſſe, and reckon it | 
their greateſt vnhappinetTe to haue | 


Sons and Daughters: and that for theſe 
conſiderations z partly becauſe when 
thoſe ecuill and wofull times Ghould 
come, mothers ſhould be grieued not 
ſo much for themſelues, as for their 
Children, vvhoſe harmes vic to moue 
the bowels of tender mothers very 
greatly : 


fo Teruſalem. 


. greatly : no compaſſions to the coni- 


paſſions of a mother toward her diſtre(= 
ſed babes, 1 Kings 3, 26, Partly,for that 
(athing horibler to thinke of, more dirc- 
full tro at it) many mothers through 
rage of hunger,occalioned by famine in 
time of che Seige, ſhould be torced to 
broyle and eatc their owne children for 
food, to ſaue their lives with the death 
of their ſweet infants, as it hapncd by 
Toſephus report. 

Laſtly,Children would be a great hin- 
derance and clvgge(as it vvere) at the 
hecles of their Parents, to (tay their 
flight, by which they otherwiſe might 
have preferued cthem(clues,as ſome did, 
Wherevpon,our Sauiour vitereth( ar, 
24.)avvoctoſuch women as ſhould be 
with childe,or giueſuckein thole daycs, 
The cauſe of ali theſe terrible Iudge- 
ments were, amongſt other ſinnes of the 
Iewes,as their infidelitic. hvpecrilie,con- 
temptof the word, hardnetle of heart, 
yet cfpecially the extreame ſavage vn- 
thankefulnelle, and barbarous crucltic 
In putting cauſlcile to a ſhamefull death 
the innocent man leſus : hauing had 
GC 43 Pros. 
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Prophets and iuſt men ſent vnto them, 
ſome they reuiled, others they beatand 
ill entreated, God at laſt ſending his 
one and onely Sonne, him they caſt 
out of the Vin-yard and ſlew ; therefore 
the Lord of the Vineyard waxed hot 
vvith indignation, and vvhetting his 
ſword,cameagainſt thole Husband-men 
in his fierce vvrath,and deſtroyed them 
with a vvonderfu!l deſtruction, ſome 
fortic yeeres after the Paſſion of our 
Lord: for the vvhich Chriſt admoniſh- 
eth thcſe people that bewayled himytel- 
ling them they had greater reaſon to 
lament their owne heauic caſe, and the 
afflition of their Children , then to 
vvcepc for his caulc. 

From hence wee hauc lundty things 
for our inſtruction and admonition z 
Firlt of all, we may hereby diſcoucr the 
crrour of ſuch men, as though there 
vvere two Gods, one of the olde Telſla- 
ment, andanothecr of the new : and that 
the God of the new Teſtament, of the 
twaine vvas the milder, whereas there 
is but onconely God, and the ſame al- 
wayes like to himlſelfe, God is cucr but 
| one, 


| 


| 
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one,both for nature and for will :as ex- 
treamely hating and puniſhing ſin now 
vader the Goſpell, as he vyas vvont to 
doe vnder the Law;nay, more extream» 
Iy,becauſe now hee hath afforded grea- 
ter grace, and afforded more meanes 
againſt ſinne. All the olde Teſtament 
cannot yeeld an example of (uch ſeue- 
ritie in puniſhing linne as here is threat» 
ned rouching the deſtruftion of Ieru- 
falem and downe-fall of the Iewes. No 
ſorrow vvas like their ſorrow, nor no 
plague vvas like vnto their plague. 


Therefore let all men greatly feare yg. 


the divine [uſtice, and be vvarned to 
take heed how they offend and pros 
uoke it. 


Secondly, vvee may obſerue the ;, Obſler. 


force and poylon of (inne, when it is 
continued in,impenitently : it is able to 
turnethe nature of things, & tochange 
bleſſings into curlings, and comforts in- 
to plagues and contilvng What grea-+ 
ter carthly bleſſings, then the fruit of 
the wombe? Children are called a trea- 
ſure given from God : Gold and Siluer 
cannot purchale it: Kings and Princes 
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have deſired to haue them, and could 
not, yet through linne theſe impeni- 
tent [ewes were brought to this paſle, 
through their vvickedaelle 1 lay,as that 
they accounted their Children accurſt, 
and thcir greateſt miſerie the fruit of 
their vvombe. Wonder not at this, for 
ſeeing oblinacy in (linnecan make God 
of a Father to be a Iudge; Chriſt of a 
Sauiour,and corner(tone to ſupport,to 
be a (tone cf offenceto ſtumble atzthe 
Goſpell of the ſauour of life to be a (a- 
nour of death; the Sacraments, to be a 
ludgement and not a nouriſhment : if 
in ſpirituall things Sinne haue this po- 
«er to alrer their propertie, what mar- 
uellthough in worldly chings it can pre- 
uaile (o farre as to cauſe that to be oc+ 
calion of evill which was ordaynedfor 
our good and welfare; as our Table to 


be our ſnare, our riches to become | 
thornes to choake, our Children to be 


our vnhappinelle and woe ? 

Let all obſtinare (linners which live 
inthe (eruice of (1nne, and notwithſtan- 
ding all admonitions from Gods Word, 
Works, and Sptrit, and from theig owne 
CON- 
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conſcience allo, yet hate tobe reformed, 
let ſuch take knowledge of this do- 
Qrine, and lay it to heart, and haſten to 
be reclaimed z clſe [et them feare leaſt an 
houre come when thoſe things which 
are now a delight to them , as their 
wiues , children , filucr, gold , houſes, 
lands, meat, drinke; yea, the very crea- 
tures of God, which be {ſo comfortable, 
as Sunne, Moone, Starres, doe through 
their {tubbornefle in ſinne prove bitrer- 
neile to them, cuen as bitter as gall and 
wormewood : fo as itbe gricuous vnto 
them to looke vpon theſe goudthings; 
and to thinke that cucr they enioyed 
them, be as heauy to them as death, 
This God can bring to palle, that men 
ſhall curſe their parents, their birth- 
day, their benefits,them(clues, and all. 
For if God did ſuch (trangethings vnto 


the ewes his choſen and peculiar peo- Exod rg, 


ple, his treaſure, whom hee tvole out 
of allnations to be his owne, to whom 
he made ſuch great promiſes, and gaue' 
ſo many and notable priwledges, the 
Law, the Couenaxt. the {eruice of God, 
the Adoption, the Arke of the teſtimo- 
C 4 nie, 
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nie, (viſible token of his preſence.) If | 
Teru/alem the Citic of the great King, | 


where was the Temple,the Altar, the Sa- 


crifices,the Pricſt-hood,and where God 
fayd, he would for cuerre{t and dwell ; | 


yet for impenitency intheir linne were 
made delolate, and notonely depriued 
of Gods prote&tion,but contrary rothe 
orderſct innature,had all their bleſſings 
accurſed : then wee the Inhabitants in 
England, howſocuer wee be bletT-d with 
many prerogatiues & fauours, the word 
of God, the Miniſtery, the Sacraments, 
good Lawes, and Maieltratcs, long and 
great Pcace, and Plenty , yet if wee will 
netturne from our pride, couctoulnes, 
ambition , vnclcannelle, and other ſins, 
which are tooripe and rife amonglt vs, 
wee may looke when God ſhould bring 
the like confuſion among vs, and make 
vs to be a proucrbe, a reproach and 
pointing of the finger vntoal our neigh» 
bour nations,as he did the Iſraelites be- 
fore vs, Arc we better then they? ſhould 
God change the courle ot his Juſtice 

for our ſakes ? 
Furthermore, it the iuſt God haue 
ſuch 
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ſuch ſharpe and terrible vengeance to 
powre out againſt ynrepentane (inners 
in this world, (where there is a time of 
patienceand mercy;) Oh how horrible 
andintollcrabletorments may the wic- 
ked (which goe on in their iniquitics) 
expe to luffer in the world to come, 
when judgement ſhal be executed with= 
out mercy, and wherethe fury of Gods 
wrath (like a conſuming fire) ſhall 
breake forthin all extremity, for chefull 
and perfe& puniſhmentof linners,vvho 
ſhall be bitten and vexed with the cucr= 
gnawing worme of a guiltic conſcience, 
and burned in a fire of hotindignation 
thatneuer ſhall go out! All good things 
being taken away,nothing but cuill ſhall 
be preſent: Ict-this be as an Iron rod to 
drive ſinners vnto ſpeedy and ſcrious 
repentance, and amendement of life. 


Moreouer, of all other ſinnes which 4. Obſer- 
wee ought to repent of, namely , and uation. 


eſpecially , of crueltic , and of crueltie 
againſt the Lerd Iclus, This was the 
crime (among many others) which 
principaily prouoked God againſt his 
owne people and Citic , cucn for that 

| they 
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they crucified the Lord of glory, and 
to death that iuſt One, after they 
Baa rayled, and (pitted on him, and bes- 


ten,and ſhamefully entreated him; how. 


beit, this linne of crueltic again(t leſus,1 
doubt it is little thought on, or miſtry» 
ſtedrobeamonglt vs, (becauſe Igſus is 
long lince gone from vs) whereas there 
be lundry wayes how men may now, & 
doe often fall into it. For cuen they 
which let lip out of minde the blood- 
ſhed of Iclus, and forgetting they were 
once purged by it from their old linnes, 
doc liue ſecurely and preſumptuouſly 
in a\{innefull courſe, being worldly and 
prophane; what elſe doe they but (what 
lycth in them) cauſe leſus to bleed a- 
freſh, and againe crucific him, making 
voyd the force and fruic of his paſſion 
to themlclues ? 

Secondly , all diſtruſtfull perſons 
which haue waucring mindes,and duubt 
ehrough vnbclicfe (and though Chrilt 
have ſuffered for linne, and be riſen,and 
gone vp into Heauen, yet (till doe aske 
how they ſhall eſcape death and beelas 
ucd) what elſc is this but co call lefus 
backe 


: 
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backe againe vnto the Croſle,to bring 
Chriſt downe fron: aboue 2 Kew, 10,6, 
Morcouer, they which doe in cruell 


them wrongfully in goods , libertic or 
litez is north-s to peiſecute Chrilt in 
his members? Asit is written, Saul, Sax!, 
why perſecrreſt thow mee ? All.g 4. 

And what other thing doe they then 
but kill Chrilt through vamercitulnes, 
which doc not feed him when hee is.an 
hungred, & doe not harbour him when 
he is harbourlclſe, and doenot cloath 
him when heis naked ? We know that 
they which doe not theſe things to the 
leaſt of Chriſts, they doc it notto him- 
lelfe, Aſarth,25, It istruely ſaydot an 
aunciznt writer , $5 »on pawiſts occideſts : 
for the Apoſtle /ames writeth, (bap.s. 
of the cuuctous rich men, that they doe 
kill the iv{t by vvithdrawing their wages 
from them (vvhereupon they ſhould 
live) alſo we perceive by the vvords of 
Chrilt in the Goſpell , that not to ſauec 
life (when we may) is to deſtroy and to 
take away life : and the truth is, it is a 
like cruel,vtterly to quench ones life by 
violence, 


Chriſts farewel 


violence, or by hardnefle of heart, to 


keepe away that from him whercby hee! 


ſhould preſerue life, 
But I vvill ſhew you a greater cruelty 


: 


then all this, committed againſt Chriſt 


in his members, by falſe prophets , by 
negligent teachers, and blinde guides, 
vvhich put the precious (oules of Chris 
ſtians in danger to periſh cuerlaſtingly, 
eyther by teaching corrupt doAtine,or 
no do@trinc; eyther by ſowing herelice, 
ornot by ſowing the ſeed of ctheword: 
as an vnfaichfull ſteward doth (taruethe 


family by not giuing cucry one their | 
portion of meat : ſo are they ſoule mur. | 
derers which deny vnto Gods people | 
their appointed food of the word. Eze- | 


kiel,Chap.13.wver.18, ſaythof falſe pro- 
phets, that they doe hunt the ſoules of 
the people (as a wilde beaſt doth hunt 
the poore Lambeto kill him. ) Itis the 
ſentence of our Saviour CHA SsT, 
Tobn 10. that hirelings doe loue the 
fleece and lucre better then the ſoules 
of the flocke, doe come to kill and to 
deltroy. Finally, it is expreſly written 
in the Proxerbs, that there the people 
doc 
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doe periſh where viſion or preaching 
faileth. There is no crucltic tothe (oule» 
crueltic, which 6rft or laſt wil call down 
for wrath vponthe heads of thoſe which 
arc guilty of it. If «bel: bloud cryed to 
God for vengeance , how much more 
will thebleud of foulcs doe it ? 

In the firſt of Dexicl, when Daniel 
and the other children of the Iewes, 
delired to be fed vvith pulſe, and not 
with mcarte which came | —_ the Kings 
table, the Eunuch which kept them an» 
ſwered that he durſt not, For (faith he) 
if your faces be not well liked whenthe 
King ſhall looke vpon you, he will take 
away my head from me. 1 doe not lay 
vnto Idoll-Shepheards and dumbe 
dogges, (through whoſe ncgligence or 
ignorance, the ſoules of the people 
haue leanenclle entred into their ſoules, 
and looke vvith cuill fauoured countc» 
nances)that God will ſtrike their heads 
from their ſhoulders, but this I darclay 
& auouch, chat wichout true repentance 
hewill caſt both cheir bodyes and ſqules 
into hel;and with che cuill Reward inthe 
Goſpell,who (aid in his heart,v2y Maſter 
wall 
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will deferre bis comming,and fo fall to bea- 
ting his fellow-ſeruants, they ſhall be cut 
in picces,and their portion ſhall be given 
chem with Hipocries, and at the laſt they 
ſhall be burned with fire and brimſtone. 
O therefore that cuill and ſloathfull Mi 
nifters would confyder this in time, and 
lay it neere vnto their heart and repent 
of their cruclty paſt, and hence forth 
carrie more merciful] hearrs towards 
the inheritance of Chriſt, yeerning and 
pittying the ſpirituall neceſſities of 
Chriſt his ſheepe, afret his owne exam- 
ple, Matthew g. 46, 


all vniu 
Patrons, who are the dire and cftety. 
all occaſions of plunging many ſoules, 
into endleſle perditions, by wrongfully 
detaining the hyers of Gods labour 
by which mcanes the Church of Chri 
is peſtered with fooliſh Miniſters, and 
blinde Shepherds,that God I ſay,would 
give them better mindes, and change 
their bloudy hearts into pitrifull hearts, 
to take compaſſion on their brethren, 


—_— it is greatly to be wiſhed,that | 
and Sacriligious perſons, and | 


- Bm —_———— 


which doe by hcapes runne vnto de» | 


ſtrution» 


_ Badu. dy... d Ao. a A to 
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firuftion. For Chriſt Icſuswill not for 
ever put it vp, to be ſo cruelly dealt 
with in his people, which be deere and 
precious to him asthe apple of his eye. 


Verſe 30. Then ſhall they begin to ſay 
wnto the owntaines, fall onvi, © c, 


Heſe wordes are borrowed out of Jnterpret. 


the Prophet Hoſea, Chap. 10. ve.8, 
Where God threatneth vnto ſinnefull 
Idolatrous Samaria ſuch extreme iudge 
ments, as they ſhould rather chuſe to 
ſuffer any violence, then to liue and lan+ 
guiſh in their miſcries, Here Chriſt fore- 
telleth the Iewes, that this ſhall be iuſt 
their caſe, cuen ſuch a miſerable condi- 
tion they ſhould be in, as they ſhould 
ſecke death, and it ſhould fiye from 
them; deſireto becruſhed by thewaighe 
of hils and mountaines, rather then to 
enioy life with ſuch anxitic and vnha 


pineſſe. How this was fulfilled is repor- 79%. lib. 
ted by Joſephres,a Tew, himſelfe an eye 7: * 8, 


and care witnes of all chat horrible cala- 
mitie chat came vpon Ierufalem, accor- 
dingtothis predition of Chriſt, Hardly 
with- 


Obſeer, ' 
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without abundaneec of tearcs, can one 
read the molt birter cuils,and perplexed 
afflictions and ſhifrs, which partly by 
famine, partly by ſword, partly by flight 
(running into Caucs and Mountaines to 
hide themſclucs) they were plunged in- 
to,ſfuch an heape of moſt comfertleſle 
miſcrics, as the very R owaiver, their 
encmies, pittied and grieued to looke 
vpon cheir defolations, 
Where obſecrus the truth of Chrift 
his predictions, that as his promiſes; 
ſo his threatnings of temporall and & 
tcraall woes they are all yea and Amen, 
As himſclfe is ſo be his words, all faith- 
full and true. His wiledome is ſuch,ſe vn- 
contruulable as cannot be decciued 
touching the cuents forctold: his power 
fo inuincible as cannot be refilted; and 
his truth ſo infallible as it is neuer falſi- 
fied and altercd. Shall he ſpeake and not 
doc ? threaten and notexccute? heauen 
and carth may ſooner paſle, then 
oneiotor tittle of his word ſheuld fall 
to ground, God is not as men that hee 
ſhould lyc,or as the ſonnes of men,that 
he ſhould repent, 


Let | 


ne 
ed 
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Let. all men therefore fully aſſure ye, 


themſelues of the molt cerraine and 
yadoubted effects of Chrifts words to 
be ſuch as is fore ſhewed. Which on the 
one lide mult make the godly, cuen 
ſhourfor icy,out of allurance to inioy 
their preſent happinelle, ro w1r,all good 
in this life, as farre as ſhall be expedient 
for their (aluation, and all thoſe good 
things promiſed in heauenzas the lighe 
and the preſence'of God in glory, the 
company of inaumerable Angels, and 
bleſſed Spirits, of iult men, that their 
bodyes ſhall ſhine as the Sunne, their 
ſoules be repleniſhed vvich perfeR 
knowledgeand fulnelle of pleafure;thar 


new name, that Paradiſe of G © D, that Reu.z.&4; 


tree of life, that crowne of immortali- 
tie, that vvhite ſtone, &c. cuen all that 
blefſednelle which the word [peakes of, 
Alſo on the other (ide the vvicked 
(which turne not,and with whom there 
is no changes, as the Plalmilt ſpeakes) 
with feare and dread may expe and 
looke for that cuerlaſting fire, blacke 
darkneſſe, gnaſhingfof tecth, weeping of 
the eycs,wringing of hands wayling of 
D heart, 
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heart, that cuer-gnawing worme,thatne- 
uer-ending torment, that fellowſhip of 
the Diuell 2nd his Angels, &c, wherof 
the Scripture makes mention : for the 
mouth of the Lord hath ſpokenit. 


Verſe 31, For if this be done mm the 
greene tree, what ſhall be done in 


the dry ? 


His is the Ftiologia, or confir- 

mation , proving that the Iewes 
cannot alwayes ſtand and proſper, but 
muſt come downe , by an argument, 
A minors ad mains, from the leſſe 
to the more, thus : le is lefle likely 
that righteous perſons ( which be fruit- 
full in gooC workes, like greene Trees) 
ſhould be punithed,then the wicked and 
impenitent,which be as dry and rotren 
wood. Therefore, if heauy afflitions 
were inflited on Chriſt, who was full 
of grace, as goodiuyceorappe, which 
burſt out into fruit, ripe and good; 
much more ſhall miſcrics fall ypon bar- 
raine and vnfruitfull Iewes, When the 


Husbandman ſpares not the greene | 
wood, | 
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wood, but burneth it, how vvill hee 
on the dry,which is farre beter for the 
re? 

Here, in the Greeke ( by a Sinech- Laterprer. 
doche ) #/-04 is put for Tree, as Gen. 2, 
Foed of life, and Wood of knowledye of 
good and cuill, for Tree, &c, Andthat 
word, by a Mctonimic of the cMcR, is 
tranſlated (greeve) which in the origi- 
nall is as much as (mo; oppoſed vnto 
dry,The whole ſentence for meaning is 
like thatin Peter, 1.Epiſt. Chap 4.v.17. 
18. If the righteous ſcarcely be ſaned, 
where ſpall the ungodly and Sinner ap- 


peave ? eAnd if Indgement beginne at the 


henſe of God,what ſhall be the end of thems 
which obey not the Goſpel! ? 

Out of this our Sentence I obſerue Obſcruat, 
for our inſtruftion, the condition both 
of the righteous and of the vvicked . 
Touching the righteous, their condi- 
tion is liketheellateof C 1 & 1 s T their 
head: Chriſt being full of grace,hauing Toh. 3.34, 
the Spirit aboue meaſure, did live mo 
innocently , bearing plenty of good Ioh.z.34, 
fruit , teaching the people, and doing 
good by his ſtrange workes, as well as 

D 2 by 
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by ſound dodtrine, like vnto a greene 

tree, and yct was hated in theworld,and 

ſore afflicted: likewiſe the EleRt,which 
Chriſtians be his members, nwlt be conformed 
by _ vnto him both in holineſſe and in fuf- 
= fering. Rem, 8. 29. God hath predefti- 
—_ wed .. to be made lik: wits bis Sonng, 
2fMiRioas. Hence it is, that as Chriſt is compared 
ynto a greene tree, {v the faithfull are 

by the Prophet Eſay ( (4p. 6. 1.) cal- 

_ led Trees of righteouſneſſe, And in the 
Jition to firſt P/alwe, ver, 3. in reſpeR of their 
be fruirfull regeneration, whereby they are ingrat- 
Trees. ted into Chriſt; and of the grace of (an- 
Rification, whereby they arc inabled to 

* beare fruit much and (caſonablc, they 

are likened to « rree planted by the riners 

of water, which bringeth forth frait in her 

ane rwme.In another P/atme the righte» 

ous man is compared to 4 greens Oline, 

which is greene and fruQifes all the 

yeere long: lo the godly are holy, not 

by ſtarts and fits; but all their life long. 


Herein being contrary to the nature of 


all yvorldly trees, that the longer they 
are, the more greene they vvaxe, and 
the more fruit they bring forth, as it is 

written 


ro Teruſalem. 


written, Pſalm, 92.13. 14. Such as are 
planted in the houſe of the Lord, (hall flow« 
riſh 4#n the Courts of our God: they ſhall 
fill bring forth fruit, im thesr age they ſhall 
| be fat and flouriſhing, vwohereas other 
| trees the longer they ſtand , the leile 
fruitfull they be. The fruies of this our 
Chriſtian tree,be rehearſed by the Apo- 
ſtle, Galat, 5. wer, 22. 23, The fruu of 
the Sperit 1s Lome, loy, Peace, Long-ſuf- 
fering, Gemileneſſe, Goodneſſe, Fauh, 
CMeekeneſſe, Temperance, Allo in the 
Epheſ. 5.,wverſ,9. 2*Pet.1, ver,5.6.7. 

From this firſt condition there is of- Vie x. 
fered vnto the righteous, matter both of Admonis 
admonition and of comfort. They are © 
hereby warned aboue all thingsto take 
heede of barrenneſſein their profeſlion, 
and to (tudic how to be fruicfull and 
profitable continually : carefully doing 
the workes borh of their generall and 
particular Callings, out of a (i:cere de» 
fire to gloritie God,and to b*nefic their 
neighbours, As carthly Hushandmen 
which haue planted their grounds with 
trees, after they haue dunged, vvarered, 
trimmed and pruned them, they expe&t 

3 that 
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that they ſhould bring forth fruit (az 
they may by good right and reaſon) if 
they miſle of their hope,and their trees 
prove barren after all their coſt and [a- 
bour beſtowed, they cut them downe, 
and caſt them into the fire, as did that 


>, man,mentioned inthe Goſpell, L»k,1 3, 


ver. 6,7.who comming to his vineyard, 
and finding his Figetree empty , tooke 
order with the dreiler to hauc it hewen 
downe : ſo God that heauenly husband- 
man,which hath grafted you, as Trees, 
in the Orchard of his Church , vvill 
proceede again(t you in all rigour and 
ſcucritic , when hee commeth to viſit 
you, and to looke for fruit, he ſhall finde 
your branches eyther emptic and bare, 
or with a few cluſters vpon them, after 
all his paines and charge, after ſo ma» 
ny gracious inſtructions, and benefits, 
both bodily and ſpiritual};which ought 
to haue prevailed ſo greatly vvith you, 
as to haue made you thinke, not onely 
of bringing forth fruit, but of increaſing 
and abounding in fruit, as the Apoltle 


prayeth forthe Co/oſſiaur, Chap, 1.v.10. | 


Andas he exhorteth the Theſſalonians, 
that 


' 


| 
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that they may increaſc in loue, and a- 
bound in eucry good word, and in cue- 
ry good worke: ſo that it is notenough 
for Chriſtians ſometimes to doe well, 
and to ſpeake well, to bring forth alittle 
fruit,as it were a ſprinckle,here a Figge, 
and there a Grape *: but according to 
the timethatthey haue ſtood and cons» 
tinued in the Church, and che meanes 
they hauc had to grow vp in godlines, 
they ought to (triveto be abundant and 
plentifull in the fruitsof righteouſnelle, 
for God will require much where hee 
hath committed much, . 


Whercof it would come to palle, Vſes. a 


that (amongſt many other) you ſhall 
reape thele two comfors elpecially : 
bell , that the more greene and flouri- 
ſhing you are in pietic and innocency 
of life, the more yee ſhall become like 
vnto IEsvs CHK&R15ST your Lord 
and Sauiour ; who was cuer eyther ſay- 
ing or doing ſome good, eyther curing, 
the licke,or rayling the dead, or calling 
out devils ,or in{truting the ignoran r, 
orrebuking the obſtinate (as it is writ- 
tenof him) that hee went about doing 

D4 good, 
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good, and that hce did all things well : 
now what greater conſolation can there 


be to a godly mind inthe whole world, | 


thento bearethe image of Chriſts ho. 
linefſe and goednefle ? for they that be 


good and holy as Chriſt was good and. | 


holy, they are (ure to be like him in 
happineſT:, as they are like him in fruit- 
fulnetſe. Whoſocuer imitateth his inno- 
cency ſhall be partakers with him of his 
glory : for where Chriſt is, there muſt 
his ſeruants be, /#bn 14. But vnto this 
comfore which is very great, adde ale- 
cond, which is not ſmall; namely, that 
Figs, Grapes, or other fruits, arenot ſo 
delighefull and pleafing to the Hul- 
band-man, as the good workes vvhich 
doe grow vpon the Chriſtian tree are 
gratefull and acceptable vnto G © D, 
through Ieſus Chriſt, x Per.2.5, Hence 
good workes be tearmed, Heb.12. the 
ſweet fruits of righteouſneſſe ; and in the 
Canticles, Cha, z.ver. 13-1 4.Chniſt fayth 
of his Church , that her plants are 45 a 
Orchard of Pomegranates, with ſweet 


fruns,as Camphire,Spikenard,cucn Spike- | 
ward, and Saffran , {atarme, and( ine | 
| ow, | 
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mwm,with all the trees of incenſe, Myrrhe, 
and Aloes, with all the chiefe ſpices, Oh 
what a comfortisthis to know that the 
chiefeſt and choylſelt ſpices arc not (o 
ſweetto our taſte, as our good works be 
plealing vnto our heauenly Father ! 


But cv patle on to the other part of , part of 
the condition , which concernes the their con- 


godly in this life: it might be wondred di 


that they being for innocency of life 
and plentifulnetle of good fruits ſo like 
Chriſt, ſo plealingto God,cuen as green 
fruitfull Trees arc to the husbandman, 
yet as if they were the worlt of all men, 
hated of Godand man, they ſhould vn- 
dergoe and ſuffer ſo many heauy and 
hard troubles and dangers, their lite 
being as full of miſeric as ir is ſhore 


tion, the 


rotlc. 


for continuance(as 706 ſaith;)thcir daics Tob 14.1, 
as cuill as few, (as /avob complained;) G<n.47.9, 


they being ſubiet te peculiar aftlii- 
ons tor tightcoulnes ſake, ſuch as Scrip- 
ture callcth crofles and perſecutions ; 
beſide thoſe tribulations which be com- 
mon to all men, ſo as therightcous,looe 
kel vpon with a fcſhly cyc, and conli- 
dered according to their preſent and 


terpo- 
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x Cor.15, temporall eſtate mighe be eſteemed of 
19 all men moſt miſerable, (as Pax! ſpeaks 
of them all)which beleeuec,and the very 


ſcumme or filthof the world , andof- | 


ſcouring of all things (as hee writes of 

2 Cor.q4. himſclfe and fellow-helpers in the Mini- 
ſtery;) this I ſay, might giue vnto ys 

juſt occalion of meruailing & aſtoniſh- 

ment , were it not that the Scripture 

hath not onely taught it ſo plaincly that 

God wil haue thisto bethe conditionof 

Mar.16. the faithfull,to bearethe croſle.to pafle 
—_— in to heauen through many affliions, 
1. to ſuffer and dye heere with Chriſt, to 
Toh.16.33 hauc trouble in the world, to be reuiled 
Mar, 5.11. and perſecuted for Chriſt,&c, and with- 
12. al], hath cuidently reucaled the cauſes of 

Gods counſel] and will in this behalte; 

why his pleaſure is (contrary to the 

courſe & cuſtome of worldly husband- 

men) to bring the moyſt and greentree 

firſteo the fire of afliion , and after- 

ward the dry and withered (as Chrilt 

ſpeakes here;)to begin his judgementat 

his owne houſe, as Perey faith, i P#1.4. 


_— 


17. to diſple and chaſtiſe the children, | 


whea the baſtards are left without cor- 
recion, 


— 
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retion, Heb.12.,7. The reaſons of this yy gog 
adminiſtration are, firſt of all to con- fiſt aftti. 
forme the faithfull now vnto their bre- t<th-the 
thren and fellow-ſeruantsthe Prophets, godly. 


Apolltles, and other Saints yvhich hauc 
gone afore vs, Aat.5.11, 1 Pet.5,g. but 


eſpecially to their elder brother Chriſt Heb. 2. 2. 


Telus, who endured the ſhame, & bare 
his croſſe , and by affliftion was conſe- 
cfate of his Fatherzſo his will is that the 
reſt of the children whom he hath ſan- 
Qified, ſhould follow his ſteps, dying 
and ſuffering with him, that they might 
raigne and liue with him, ſce Rom, $, 
and 2 T1m,2.12, 

Secondly, to purge out corruptions 
in herent, and remayning ſinnes, that 
they might be more fruitfull in good 
workes, as men doe lop and cut their 
Vines and other trees, lealt growing too 
ranke in leaues, they ſhould bring forth 
little fruit, 7b» 19 2. 3, Therefore 7b 
faith, the corretions which God hath 
ſealed, are ſent to take downe his pride 
( that hee may walke humbly with his 
God) and to turne him from his enrcr- 
priſe (tha hee may live holy and vn- 

blame- 


Z- 
Heb.2.10. 
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blameably before God and men, 
Thirdly, to make man know what is 


in himſelfe. Der. $. 2. to try his faith, | 
as gold is tryed and purged in a fur. | 


nace, 1 Per.1.7. to manifelt and encreaſe 
patience, Rom. 5.4. that the children of 
God by their {trengrth of faieh,and pati- 
ence,which they findeto be giuen them 
of God,to enable them to beare the bur. 
then of the Crotle, and to endure tenea- 
tions, to (tand faſt in the cuill day,they 
may grow to experience, & from thence 
by degrees come vnto that hope of glo- 
ry which confoundeth nut, but filleth 
the heart with ioy vnſpeakeable and glo- 
rious, Row, 5.3.4.5, 1 Pet,1, 
Fourthly,towithdraw and weane them 
from the loue of theſe wroldly thingy, 
that the world may be crucified to them, 
and they to the world, Ga/.6. Allo to 
ſtirre vp and excite their prayers, to 
quicken their faith, to manifeſt Gods 
power and goodnefle, both in vphol- 
ding, and deliuering them in cheir great 
weakenelle and feares. 2 Cor.12. 
Laſtly, to giue to the godly which 


now are troubled, certaine demonſtrath | 
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on of reſt hereafter, 2 7 heſ, 2.6. and to 
the wicked which now have reft, ſtrong 
evidence of future anguiſh, as the Apo- 
ſtle teacheth in the ſame place. 2 7 be/. 
1.5. 6. your tribulations and perſecu- 
tions which ye ſuffer, are a token of the 
righteous iudgement of God, &c, For 
it isa righteous thing with God, to rc= 
compence tribulation to them which 
trouble you, and to you vvhich are 
troubled reſt vvith vs. Which vvcll 
agreeth with the dorine of our Text; 
that if Gud ſtrike the righteous, he will 
lefſe ſpare the wicked, From this cons y(, .q 
lideration of the will of God, and the quies. 
ends of counſcll in ſmiting the godly 
here more gricuouſly ſometime then he 
doth his enimies,we have certaine duties 
to belearned,and practiſed. Thefirſt is, Xx 
not to promiſeto our ſclues a conſtant 
calc, andquictnelle in this world, as if we 
could liuc here alwayes in pleaſures and 
proſperity. Whereas, belide that which 
is written, expericncetelleth vs all things 
carthly to be mutable, and nothing ſo 
ſubic& to change as men and their af- 
faires ; for as foule weather and ſtorme 
followeth 


Crux 


gelj comes, Companion of the Goſpell. VVherefore 


Luk.14-33- 
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followeth a calme, and faire ſcaſons,and 
night day, and Winter Summer; (o lick. 
nefſe ſucceeds health; pouerty riches; 


« 


aduerlity proſperity, lorrow ioy : there. | 


fore as Mariners in a calme prouidea- | 


gainſt a ftorme, and prouident men in 
plenty looke out& lay vp for the dayes 
of famine, as 7o/eph did : ſo Gods chil. 
dren arc bound in proſperity to prepare 
for aduerlity; for theſe take turnes, and 
nothing elle is ſcene vader the Sunne, 
Sathan,and the wicked will not ſuffer the 
godly to lacke trouble and afflitien, 


Eun. Croſſe is a necellary and perpetuall 


a3 a man that meancs to build, will firſt 
caſt and conlider whether hee haue 
meanes ſuthcient; and as a Captaine will 
waigh his forces cre he goe to warre: (0 
good Chriſtans muſt arme cthemſclucs, 
and get a reſolution, with (trength and 
power from heauen,to gocthorow ſtitch 
with their profeſſion : for he is not wor» 
thy eo be Chriſts Diſciple that hath not 
this ſetled affeFion,to forlake all for his 
Sauioursfake,and for his Goſpell, What 


Paxi(aid of himſelfe, cucry one in ſome | 


med 


| 
| 
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meaſure muſt beready to doe,not onely 
tobe bound, but to dye for the Lord 
lelus. 

A ſecond vſe of the former dofrine 
is, toadmoniſh the Children of God to 
be patient and well-contented with af- 
flitions, when they ſhall happen, how- 
ſocuer long and ſharp they proue, ſeeing 
itis the pleaſure of their Father,and the 
portion of all their brethren (thoſe at- 
flitions which they ſuffer. beingiac- 
compliſhed in the reſt of the Saints 
which be, or haue beenc, or ſhall be in 
the world, r Per.;.)for all that willliue 
godly, muſt (a necellitie in it,notexpe- 
diency alone) ſufter perſecution, 7 ew. 
1.and that they haue Chrift their guide 
and Captaine, vvho hath1ed them the 
way , and doth both miniſter ſtrengrh 
enough to beare and abide the crotle, 
and hath promiſed the victory, Rem, 
16,20, Yea, and turneth the crofles of 
his people to ſuch and ſo manifold 
commodities. T he meditation of theſe 
things muſt prevaile to ſtay them from 
grutching or fainting, and keepethem 
in their vprightnelſe & conſtancy, with- 
out 


3- Vie, 
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out being vveary in their minde, or 


weary of wel.doing.Finally this rebukes | 
the prophane perlons, two wayes, both | 


becauſe they raſhly iudge of the righte- 
ous, when they be vnder the ſcourge, 


cenſuring them for hypocrites and men | 
hated and calt out of GoD, forlorne | 


and deſperate, (as Eltbw, and the other 
did of /eb) and the Courticrs of Sas!, 
of David, and che Iewes of CHA 15T, 
Whom they thought to be quite for- 
ſaken, becauſe they ſaw him ſore 
plagued, and notdeliucred : and alfofor 
that they falſly ſooth and flatter thenr 
ſelves in their (innes, as if they vverc 
dere to God and beloved of him, be- 
caule of his indulgence and lenity to+ 
ward them, preluming cf God, that he 
will not deſtroy them, but with bleſlings 
and kindneſles ſtill 6j]l and fallow them, 
boaſting (as if they were at a couecnant 
with hell, and death ) that no evill ſhall 
come neere them, that they ſhall (it and 
raigneas Queenes, and feele no milery, 


nor cuer be remoucd : wherein they are | 


deceiued;for if theſe things be done 101h# 
greene tree, what will be done tothe dry? 
That 
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That wee may now draw toan cnd,as A tranſiti- 
ont of the former part of this verle, we on to the 
haue ſecne the condition of the godly, <2n4ition 

. . . and two- 
both for their doing and ſuffering,their £11... 
holineſle and affliction; fo lee vs in few ofthe 
words obſerue the eſtate of the wicked wicked in 
impenitene ſinners, what they are to God *Iis lite, 
or in his light, and what God will doe to 
them, Howeuer vngodly linners, and 
clole hypocrites way be had in admira- 
tion of others, and for their outward ri- 
ches, and greatnes in the world,or ſome 
internall gifts of che minde,as Learning, 
Wiledome, Eloquence, Knowledge of r Vnfruit- 
Arts and Tongues, may be accounted fulnellc. 
highly of, as if they were ſome great 
perſonages, and be ſomething in their 
owne eycs, men of worth and renowne, 
ſuch as all ought co reverence, yet in 
the iudgementof G 0 Þ (whoſe iudge- Rom. a. z. 
ment is according to truth,, for hee - 
iudgeth not after appearance, but ſeeth 
what is in their hearts) they are molt 
vile and baſe, being in very deede voide 
of goodnetle, and good for nothings 
There is no more (auing and truc grace 1 Samuel. 
in them, then there is ſappe or iuyce in 

E 4 


Matth.2 2, 


Rom. 2, 
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a rotten log; no more fruit comes from 
them then from dry wood, Euen the 
Scribes, Pharilies, the Prieſts and El- 
ders of the Iewes which would be alu. 
ted Rabby, that is, Maiſter, a name of 
reuerence,giuento ſuch as excelled ma« 
ny, and eſteemed themfelues the guides 
and lights of the blinde and ignorant, 


the builders of the Church, rare for ho. | 


lineſſe as well as learning, yet Chriſt who 


knew them perfectly, and much better | 
then they knew themſelues, pronounce | 


eth of them here, to be no better then 


dry trees, barraine and rotten, worthy 


to be burned. 


What is more contemptible or yn- | 


profitable then ſtubble & chafte,which 


men negle& and tread vnder foot, or | 


calt out of dores? yet by Eſay 5, 4- allo 
by Mal.g.1.2.the wicked are compared 
vnto ſuch ehings as are of none or lit- 
tlevic and moment, Inthe firſt P/alme as 
the wicked be deſcribed what they are 
for qualitic, ſuch as doc not meditate in 
the law &doAtine of the word,to know, 
belicuc it, anddoe thereafter ; ſo in the 
lame place, for their vilenclle _ VN 

rult- 
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fruitfulneſſe, they are likened vnto the Plalm.1, 
duſt, which lyeth"in the ſtreet, and is V+ 
trod vpon by all men, cleane contrary 
eo the tree planted by the river, being 
full of the moiſture of Iuſtification,and 
of the fruits of ſanification, 

Our Sauiour vniuerſally affirmeth 
of all which are not his members, lohn 
15.6, that they are without fruit, like 
the withered branches of a vine, which 
men gather and calt into the fire, But 
Indeverſ. 12, doth yet further nullifie, 
and viletic ſuch vnrighteous perſons, 
calling them cloudes vvithout water, 
carried about vvith the winde, corrupt 
trees, without fruit,twice dead & pluckt 
vp by the rootes: at a word, that whiclf 
the vvorld iudgeth in their malicious 
corrupt opinion,the true ſcruants and 
Saints of God to be. 2 Cor. 4, the ſame 
vnregenerate and vnrepentant (ingers 
be indeed, euen the filth and garbage 
which is throwneout of the citie vypon 
the common dunghil, 

Did Hypocrites, which take the law 
of God in their mouth, and yethate to PAl 50. 
be reformed, caſting the word behind 

E 2 them, 
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Mat.7-4-5-them,, and open ſinners , which like 

* Swine and Dogs, doe obſlinately conti- 
nue in their vncleannes, contemning all 
admonitions, hating and hurting their 
admoniſhers , hauing ſhaken out of 
their heart both feare of God and ſhame 
of men (like that cuill Judge in the Go- 
ſpetl, L»ke 18.3.) did (I ſay) thele men 
belicue firmely, and ſeriouſly conflider 
this their bafeneſle and barrennefle, 


Tellursu in- 
vile fodwns, 
frunes can- 


ſuwere that they be but vnprofitable burdens | 
wats, of the icarth , borne to conſume fruits, ' 


not to beare fruits; Oh how might it 
ſtrike thern with dread and horrour, 
and caulethem ſpeedely and earneſtly, 


without daliance or delay, to change | 


their mindes, and to haſten their a 
mendment', eſpecially, if fo they looke 


into themſclucs, what they be for lacke | 


of gracc,as they ponder vvhat the molt 


uſt and (cuerc Iudge of thevyorld will | 
bc,and doe to them through therigous | 


of his Iuftice, which ſhall beat length 
(when his patience is expired) as a con- 
ſuming flame to deuoure ſuch dry 

ſickes, 
When E/ay writcth this of the ob- 
ſtinate 
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ſlinate Tewes, (vvhich deſpiſed the war. 
nings of the Prophets, and caſt off the 
Law of the Lordof hultes;» 5 the flame 
of fire dewrnreth the ſtmbble, and as the 
chaffe is conſumed of the jl:re, ſo their 
roor ſhall be rottenneſſe,and ther bud duſt, 
C14,5.24.and in Chap.33.11. Tee fall 
conceaue chafſe, and bring forth ſtubble, 
and the fire of your breath ſhall denoure 
you, Allo in Chap.47.14+ Beholl , they 
fall be as ſtubble, the fire ſhall conſume 
them,th:y ſhall not be able to deliner their 
luzes from the power of the fre, Lalltly, 
vyhen CAMalachie denounceth thus a- 
gain(t deſpilers,(hap.4.1, T he day com- 
meth that ſhall burne as an Onen, and the 
prond, and all that das wickedly ſhall bee 
ffnbble , 44d the day commeth that ſhall 
burne them and leaue them renther root 
nor branch, I pray you what elle may 
theſe comminations meane, but {6 
much in ctfe& as Dazid (peakes in the 
Pſalm.37.19.That the wicked after they 


2 Their 
vnhappr 
nelle. 


hauec long liued in proſperity and glory, ! 


flouriſhing as a Bay tree, (hall atlength 

ſuddenly and herribly periſh? and as he 

laythin another Palme, They ſhall come 
E 


3 fo 


Pro.29.1. 


Vſe. 


Chriſts farewell 


ts 4 fearefull end, and the trauſyreſſour; 
ſhall be deſtroyed, Pſal.37, Or as Sales. 
mon his ſonne ſheweth their ruine, They 
that harden their necks ſhall periſh, and 
ſhallnot be cured; they ſhall be broken 
downe, and neuer be built vp (as it is 
P/al. 28.5.)or as Chrilt chreatneth, chey 


ſhall be gathered, bound vp, and caſt into | 


the fire, lobn 15.5.6, As thornes, and 
Briers, and dry rotten braunches,they 
ſhall be fewell for the flame of Gods 


indignation , which vvhen the houreof | 


his judgement commeth, ſhall ascaſily, 
ſpeedily, and vnrecouerably oucrthrow 
his enemies, as the fire licketh vp and 
conſumeth eyther ſtubble , or chaffe, 
or drie wood, or as the winde diſperſeth 
the duſt ; or as the Huszbandman cut- 
teeth downe the fruitlele Figge tree, 
Wherefore let not vvicked doers and 
vnfruitfull Chriſtians,who liue to them- 
ſc]ues and not to Chriſt, pleaſe them- 
ſclues, or take their calc to be good. be- 
cauſe they are boren with, and bleſſed, 
doe proſper and finde God patient , for 
this mirch and pleaſure vvill laſt but a 
while, amomentas it vvere, as craking 


of 
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of thornes,and ſhall be turned into cter- 
nallwoe : the good things which they 
ſee and vſe are but temporall and mo- 
mentanic, and lightz but the cuils which 
they ſce not haue an eternall waight, 
Woe be to them which are rich (faith 
Chriſt) they haue recciued their com- 
fort, Woe beto them that now laugh, 
for they ſhall waile and weepe, Theſe 
words plainely ſpeake of achange (a 
wofull change) which hall, betide vn- 
godly rich men; and no meruaile if it 
goe full ill vvith the vvicked at length, 
ſecing it goeth ſo hard with good men, 
When the greenetree is brought to the 
fire, the dryc vvood can not long (cape 
ſcot-free ; no, not cuen in this life:many 
times they are many of them cuen here 
ſtrangely plagued, and the longer ſuffe- 


red the heavier is their wounds, in the ,,,,,;._ 
end;as a hand lifted vp on high giues the yindi&e 
more gricuous blow , the ſlownelle of graitate 
reuenge is recompenled with heavines, ?©< cow 
and waight of the paine. God ſtrucke f*/**": 


Abell, put Iacob to much trouble, affli- 
Qed the l{raclites in Xgypt,greatly ex- 
erciled Elias, chaled Daxid out of his 
E 4 country, 
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country, put him in danger of his life 
oftentimes ( the waters came ouer his 
ſoule )yct winked in the meane time at 
(ain, Eſau, Egiptians, Pharaoh, Sanl, 
eAcheb and /ezabell, as it he had for- 
gotten them, but in fine hefet their (ing 
in order before them, and tare them in 
pieces when there was none to deliuer 
them. 

Though Chriſt be a man of ſorrowes, 
become a worme and no man, be ray- 
led vpon by vvicked mouthes, murthe. 
red by vnrighteous hands, and the 
Tewes his crucihers, in the meane while, 
and ſometime after, laugh, reioyce and 
triumph,yce will not God alwaycs keepe 
filence,but paycth them hometheir wa- 
ges, cuen full meaſure into their bo- 
ſome he rendreth them vengeance. 
What horrible ivdgements did God 
exccute vpon thoſe bloudy perſecuters 
in Queene Marie's dayes, cuen in the 
eyes of men, howſocyer vvith great 
and long ſufferance hee had ſpared 
them ? 

But if the vvicked (as innumerable 
heapes. of them doe, ) after a proſpe- 


rous 
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rous life haue a peaceable death , liue 
in vvealth, and goe to their Graues 
yvith honour and pompe, yet after- 
wards there abides for them che more 


fearefull and grieuous torments and - 


damnation : For looke how much they 
hauc had of pleaſure, ſo much ſhall 
they taſte of torment, Rexel, 18, And 
as they hauc heaped linnes vpon ins, 
fo ſhall they ſtacke and (tore vp wrath 
(a a Man ſhould euery day carry a 

icke toward a pile of wood, therewith 
at laſt to be burned ) againſt the day of 
wrath and of the iuſt declaration of the 
righteous iudgment of God, Rem.2. 5. 
The Rich-man is new in hell, in fla« 
ming fire and torment, who once fared 
deliciouſly, and was coſtly clothed euc- 
ry day. 

Thevſec whereunto this eſtate of the 
wicked,thus wofull and vnhappy, muſt 
ſerue (if wee deale wiſely, ) is, firlt of all 
in reſpe& of the righteous, to holde 
them from impaticncic and fretting, 
ſuch as Da#id, (P/al. 37. and 73.) and 
leremie did fall into, when they ſaw the 
outward fclicitic of the wicked, how they 
lived 


1. Vic. 
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lived without perill or feare, inall plen- 


tic and glory, it had almoſt made them | 
trip, and thinke them the onely bleſſed 


men, certainely it yyrought repining 
griefe and impatiency in them. 7 fretted 
( faith Dawid) to ſer the wngodly ſo pre 

er; howbeit looking forward to their 
end, they ſaw how they were (et in ſlips 
pery places, and muſt comedowne ing 
moment, and miſerably periſh, If ſuch 
holy men vvere offended, how may ve 
miſtruſt our (clues, leſt the honour and 
riches of cuill men be a ſcandall 'and 
an offence to vs, and make vs vveary 
of all,and to giue ouer our vprightneſle, 
and to like of their wayes, and chule 
their conuecrſation? Howbcit,arme your 
ſclues againſt ſuch (tumbling blockes, 
by this meditation,that when the green 
tree hath ſuch things done vnto it,the 


things done to the dry, what will they | 


be ? And if God haue a rod for the 


the righteous, hee hath a ſword forthe | 


vniuſt, which hee will whet, and draw, 
and ſtrike them dead withall, A Scor- 
pion for ſinners, for a ſcourge vyhere- 


with hee chaſtiſeth his Children, A = 
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hee hath in his hand, full of wine mixt, 
whereof his Children and the wicked Pla.11.4.5 
doe both drinke; they, the top and vp- 
permoſt;thefedrinkevpthevery dregs. 
Stripes and vvounds are prepared for 
the righteous; but Fire and Brimſtone, 
Hayle, Storme and Tempeſt , ſhall be 
the portion of Sinners, Hee comes a- 
gainſt the godly which offend of weak- 
neſle, as a Father, angry vvith hisneg- 
ligent and forgetfull childe; but as a 
fierce Iudge againſt the wicked, vyhich 
ſinne wilfully and of malice. 
Wherewith as iult men haue cauſe :. Vie 
to be contented, notfmurmuring when 
they (ce one part of his iudgement to* 
| wards themſclues, but wayting to be- 
| hold the whole proceeding and courſe 
of it toward his enemies : ſo it oughe 
to amaze and aſtoniſh all cuill liucrs, 
conſidering their deſtrution leeperh 
not,but commeth on toward them wich 
| 8 lwift foote, as trauell vpon a woman, ' 
or a theefe in the night ſhall ſodainely 
luppriſe them, and mightily confound 
them, asan hoaſt of armed men, or as P:ou.1.25 
« Whirle-winde, becauſe they _ —__ __ 
now- 
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knowledge, and regarded not inſtrudi. 
on: hecalled and they heard notythey | 


anſwered not when hee crycd to them 
but deſpiſed his counſell, and would 
none ot his correion: therefore when 
their feare commeth, he ſhall not heare 


their cry, nor anſwere when they call, | 


but ſhall laugh at their deſolation, and | 
mocke when their dreadfall fall com: | 


meth. 

If men whenthey heare ſuch things 
threatned, and withall doe fee with their 
eyes luch greene trees ( as this ourtext 


ſpeakes of, or this which now Iycthbe- 


fore vs) ſo wonderfully (mitten of God, 
with ſuch vnwonted diſtretlcs and dil- 
caſes, would eater into ſuch a ſcrious 
meditation concerning themlelues as 
this ; when theſe vnharmfull and hely 
perſuns, mercifull and righteous men, 
which feared God and liucd iwſtly, c- 
chewing cuill, could not eſcape the 


fierce wrath of God; what will be mine | 


end,which haue lifted vp my mindeto 
vanitie, and walked in crooked ways, 
minding earthly things , and my heart 
ſet ypon cuill workes! oh, how happy 

- might 
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might they become ! And when they 
read that other mens linnes ſo burthe- 
ned and bruiſed Chriſt, ( himſelfe be- 
ing ſinleſſe and iuſt) let them thinke 
what will light vpon their heads, being 
ſo full of linne, if they doe not turne 
from their iniquitics with all their hart, 
and with all their ſoule. 

This is the profit Which impenitent 
perſons mult labour to make of the 
Iudgements of God vpon the righte- 
ous, and nu? to doe as they in Zuke 13, 
2. 3-4 which forgot them(clucs, there 
owne guilt and danger, and tooke ſuch 
as Pilate killed and mingled their bloud 
with their Sacrifices, and them v 
whom the Tower of Shiloams tell, and 
cruſhed them to death , to be greateft 
finners : whereas our Sauiour direted 

their eyes backe to looke to themn« 
felues, and conſider their owne 
perillous condicionz that ex- 
cept they repented,they 
likewiſe ſhould 
periſh, 
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